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 Those who are able, please stand. 
 
Prelude   "Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus"  Arr. Cindy Berry 

Welcome                                             Rev. Doug Bixby     
 
Spotlight                                              Environmental Justice Team                                         
 
 Call to Worship  

One: Christ is Risen! 
All: Hope is ALIVE! 
One: God of grace and power; God of surprises imbued with 
love and hope for a new day; we come to you in prayer this 
day, rejoicing in all that Christ’s empty tomb offers. 
All: We come trusting in the good news that the disciples 
bear: Christ is with us still and forever. 
One: We can hardly contain our joy. We want to shout out the 
good news: 
All: Christ is Risen! Hope is ALIVE! 
One: For the risen Christ is living proof that You care about 
our lives, O God. The Risen Christ offers us hope, even in the 
midst of our troubles and tears. 
All: The tomb is empty but not quiet. 
One: It proclaims that evil and injustice can and will be 
overcome by Love and Hope…Peace and Goodwill. It proved 
that Death will not be the end of God’s dreams for us. And so, 
we burst with joy and the desire to shout…Thank you, gracious 
and almighty God. 
All: For CHRIST IS RISEN…and HOPE IS ALIVE!  

 
 Opening Prayer 
 
Sharing the Peace of Christ   
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 Hymn #459 "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing"  
New Century Hymnal (Black)  NETTLETON 
 
“Our LORD is an ever-flowing source of blessings, giver of grace 
that binds us to Him, leading to a deep, peaceful relationship that 
ever draws us back to GOD’s forgiving Love. I am so thankful for 
all GOD IS! Singing this song puts me into the Everlasting, Ever-
Empowering Arms of my Protector, Savior and Comforter!” -
Claudia Moore 
 
Scripture:   Luke 24:13-35                       Liturgist, Karen Rafferty 

Reader: God is still speaking.    
People: We are still listening. 
 

Children’s Moment: A Message for All Ages          
Children up to 5th grade are dismissed to Church School upstairs. 
                                                                    
Sermon:    "What's going On Here?"    Rev. Susan Cartmell & 
Rev. Peggy O’Connor        
(HS & MS students are dismissed to the COOP after the Sermon). 
 
Anthem “The Lord Will Be a Refuge"  G.J. Webb 
Chancel Choir 
 
"The Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in time of 
trouble.  And they that know, that know Thy name will put their 
trust in Thee.  For Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek 
Thee." 
 
Joys, Concerns, and Pastoral Prayer    

Lord’s Prayer (debts) Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed   
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever and ever, Amen. 
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Prayer Response: "Celtic Alleluia"  F. O'Carroll & C. Walker 
 

 
 
Announcements           Rev. Doug Bixby 
 
Call to Offering                  
 
Offertory "Offertoire"  Jacques-Nicolas Lemmons 
 
 Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise 
God all creatures here below. Praise God for all that love has 
done: Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen.  
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Prayer of Dedication    
 
 Hymn  #402 "De Colores"  
New Century Hymnal (Black)  DE COLORES 
 
“This hymn always makes me happy.  It reminds me of how much I 
appreciate the colors in nature, whether it is flowers, birds, 
animals, or humans.  What a boring, dismal world it would be 
without color in our lives.” - Jean Cintolo 
 
 Benediction   
 
 Postlude "Lift High the Cross"  Arr. Cindy Berry. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
The flowers on the Altar are in loving memory of Their Mothers. 

by Barbara and Steve Gelling 

 
They were arranged by Anne Landry and Rich Brazeau. 

______________________________________________________ 
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First Church of Christ Staff:  
Guest Preachers -  Rev. Susan Cartemel & Rev. Peggy O’Connor 
Rev. Doug Bixby – Pastor 
Daniel Rose - Director of Music Ministries 
Marilyn Paul Lewis – Family Ministries Director 
Jared Barklow – Director of Youth Ministries 
Stan Zdonick - Building and Technology Manager 
Noelia Ortiz – Communications Director  
Jill Labonte –  Administrator 
 
Church School Teachers: 
Carolyn McGarr – Church School Teacher 
Elaine Booke – Church School Teacher 
Alexandra (Alex) Zolotor – Pre-K and Nursery Teacher 
 
Chancel Choir Section Leaders: 
Carey Larsen, soprano 
Sue McNary, alto 
John Thomas, baritone 
 
 
 
 
                                     Our Mission Statement 
 
Embraced by the love of God in Christ, our mission is to love and 
serve our world.  We seek to grow in Christ’s family through our 
journey – inward toward faith and knowledge, outward toward 

love and justice – always rooted and nurtured in worship. 
 

                                       
 
 
 
                                First Church of Christ in Longmeadow 

763 Longmeadow Street, Longmeadow, MA  01106 
413-567-6287 

office@firstchurchlongmeadow.org 
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Today in the Buxton Room at 11:30 a.m 
 

 
 

Rev. Susan Cartmell has served 4 churches in 
Massachusetts and 1 in Wisconsin.  Rev. Peggy 

O'Connor has served 5 churches in Massachusetts and 
she's a spiritual director. 

 
They will be discussing their book and answering your 

questions at 11:30 in the Buxton Room. 
 They will also tell some stories from their book, 

 "The Perpetual Pivot: Ministry in the Pandemic and 
Beyond." 
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      Vote with the FCC Environmental Justice Team! 
______________________________________________ 
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Please Join Our Meeting House Lecture! 
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       Children's Music Ministry 
Johnny Appleseed Rehearsal Schedule 

 
Sunday April 21 - Rehearsal - 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

 
Sunday April 28 - Rehearsal - 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

 
Sunday May 5 – Evening Rehearsal - 6:30pm -8:00 pm 

 
Saturday May 11 - Dress Rehearsal – 1:00 -2:30pm, with musicians 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

Please Join the Singles Circle This Month! 
 

The next Singles Circle will meet on: 
 

Thursday, April 25th, at 6:00 pm 
at The Redstone Pasta Company 

642 N Main St, East Longmeadow. 
All singles are welcome to join us for good food and 

conversation (https://redstonepasta.com). 
 

Please RSVP to Marilyn at marilyn@firstchurchlongmeadow.org  

about:blank
about:blank
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or Ann at (413) 374-6824 
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When you sign-up, you will be part of our Prayer Chain 
Team.  You will receive emails after prayer requests are 

submitted to the church office at 
office@firstchurchlongmeadow.org and these concerns 
will be shared by Rev. Doug, Communications Director, 
Noelia Ortiz or Jill Labonte, our Office Administrator. 

about:blank
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           From The Christmas Fair Committee….. 
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                         CALENDAR TODAY 
                             

10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
Coffee Hour, Bailey Hall, after Worship 

11:30 a.m. Adult Education, Buxton Room 
   Rev. Susan Cartmell and Rev. Peggy O’Connor               

                                     “The Perpetual Pivot” 
 

 CHURCH CALENDAR – THIS WEEK                                                                         
        
Wednesday       1:00 p.m,   Finance Team, Zoom,  
                            10:00 a.m. WBS, Women’s Benevolent Room       
                             7:00 p.m. WBS, Church Fair Meeting 
                                              Benevolent Room           
       Thursday      4:15 p.m.   Spirit Speaks, Study 
       Thursday      6:15 p.m.   Bell Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
                            7:30 p.m.   Chancel Choir Rehearsal             
       Sunday         3:00 p.m.    Pastor Doug Bixby’s  
                                               Installation Service 
    (Ecclesiastical Council 2 p.m everyone welcome/delegates vote) 
 
      Reception in Bailey Hall following the Installation Service.                                                                                    
                            
                            MARK YOUR CALENDARS            

 
Meeting House Lecture, April 24, 7:00 p.m., Bailey Hall  

     Singles Circle, Redstone Pasta, April 25, 6 pm, East Long.MA 
               Wilbraham Choral Society, Annual Spring Concert,  
                              April 28, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
               Johnny Appleseed, FCC Children’s Choir,  
                              May 12, 3 pm, Sanctuary  
 





Fintan	O'Carroll	&	

Christopher	Walker

Celtic	Alleluia
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